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submarine, as well as the USS Richard
B. Russell, whose crew was awarded
three consecutive Battle Efficiency
“E” awards, three Navy Unit Com-
mendations, and two Fleet Commander
Silver Anchors for excellence in en-
listed retention.

As his career progressed, so too did
the assignments that the admiral was
given. Admiral Giambastiani led the
Submarine Development Squadron
Twelve, an attack submarine squadron
that serves as the Navy’s Warfare Cen-
ter of Excellence for submarine doc-
trine and attacks. He was also the first
director of strategy and concepts at
the Naval Doctrine Command and the
commander of the Atlantic Fleet Sub-
marine Force. He served as the com-
mander of the Submarines Allied Com-
mand Atlantic; the Anti-Submarine
and Reconnaissance Forces Atlantic in
Norfolk, VA; and as NATO’s first su-
preme allied commander for trans-
formation. In each of these assign-
ments, Admiral Giambastiani per-
formed his duties with distinction.

On the morning of September 11, 2001,
Admiral Giambastiani was working in
the Pentagon as the Senior Military
Assistant to the Secretary of Defense.
On that day and those that followed,
Admiral Giambastiani worked tire-
lessly to respond to the aftermath of
that attack.

Admiral Giambastiani served as com-
mander of Joint Forces Command from
October of 2002 to August of 2005. Dur-
ing this period, Joint Forces Command
deployed headquarters personnel in
support of Operation Iraqi Freedom
and Operation Enduring Freedom, es-
tablished assessment teams for global
contingency operations to ensure the
application of joint doctrine and prac-
tices, and provided oversight of numer-
ous training exercises for deploying
task force headquarters staffs to Iraq.

During this time, I worked closely
with Admiral Giambastiani as a mem-
ber of Joint Forces Command’s Trans-
formation Advisory Group, a body that
the admiral formed to provide U.S.
Joint Forces Command with inde-
pendent advice and recommendations
on strategic, scientific, technical, in-
telligence and policy-related issues. I
have great personal and intellectual re-
spect for Admiral Giambastiani and ad-
mire his openness to new ideas, his
commitment to joint transformation,
and his dedication to supporting our
servicemembers.

In 2005, Admiral Giambastiani was
nominated to serve as Vice Chairman
of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, and I had
the honor of introducing Admiral
Giambastiani at his confirmation hear-
ing before the Senate Armed Services
Committee. During his tenure as Vice
Chairman, Admiral Giambastiani has
worked diligently to improve and
transform our Nation’s defense capa-
bilities. He has served as the chairman
of the Joint Requirements Oversight
Council, where he worked to make it
more responsive to the requests of our
military commanders and to syn-
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chronize the delivery of resources need-
ed by our servicemembers.

On behalf of my constituents in New
York and of all Americans, I want to
express my gratitude to Admiral
Giambastiani for his many years of
public service. I invite my colleagues
on both sides of the aisle to join me
today in recognizing and honoring Ad-
miral Giambastiani for the service and
commitment to the country that he
represents.e

————
TRIBUTE TO WALTER JOHNSON

e Mr. CRAIG. Mr. President, I wish to
pay tribute to a great American who
spent a little time in my home State of
Idaho.

Today marks the 100th anniversary
of Hall of Fame pitcher Walter John-
son’s Major League debut for the Wash-
ington Senators. On this day—August
2—in 1907, Walter ‘‘Big Train’’ Johnson
took the field as the starting pitcher
for the first time in what would be a 21-
year career.

Interestingly enough, I actually have
quite a bit in common with Walter
Johnson. We both grew up in small
towns; we share a connection to Wash-
ington County, ID. Johnson played
semiprofessional ball in Weiser; I am a
Republican, as was Johnson; and both
of us are, or were, Senators—Johnson
played for the Washington Senators.

Let me explain a little bit about our
shared connection to Washington
County. Walter Johnson was discovered
while playing semiprofessional baseball
in the Idaho State League. He played
for the team in Weiser, ID; I could al-
most toss a baseball to Weiser from my
hometown of Midvale. Johnson spent 2
years playing in Weiser from 1905 to
1907.

The Washington Senators tried to
sign Johnson in 1906, but having grown
up in small towns in Kansas and Cali-
fornia, Johnson preferred the small-
town life and was unsure about moving
to Washington, DC.

The following year, the Senators sent
their catcher, Cliff Blankenship, to
scout Johnson and try to sign him.
Blankenship was told to try to get a
hit off of Johnson.

Blankenship tried but was unsuccess-
ful. He sent a telegram to his manager
back in Washington, saying, ‘“You
can’t hit what you can’t see. I've
signed him and he is on his way.”

For most of his career, Walter John-
son’s pitches were considered to be
practically un-hittable. Because the
radar gun had not yet been invented,
nobody knows for sure just how hard he
could throw a baseball. But most ex-
perts estimate that he could top 100
miles per hour with ease.

His stature was equally intimidating.
Johnson stood 6-foot-1 and weighed in
at 200 pounds, earning him the nick-
name ‘‘The Big Train.”

Hall of Famer Ty Cobb was arguably
the best hitter ever to play the game.
Cobb faced Walter Johnson in John-
son’s debut game on August 2, 1907. Al-
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though Johnson and the Senators lost,
3 to 2, Cobb gave Johnson high praise,
saying, ‘“The first time I faced him, I
watched him take that easy windup,
and then something went past me that
made me flinch. I hardly saw the pitch,
but I heard it. The thing just hissed
with danger. Every one of us knew we’d
met the most powerful arm ever turned
loose in a ballpark.”

Despite playing for teams that were
routinely awful, Johnson won 417
games in his career, second only to Cy
Young, who won 511.

Johnson won 32 games in one season;
compare that to today, where winning
20 games is considered a major accom-
plishment.

The Big Train also holds a record
that will likely never be broken: In
1916, he pitched 369.2 innings without
allowing a single home run.

Let me put this in perspective. Sim-
ply pitching that many innings in a
season today would be a remarkable
feat. Most pitchers never come close to
300 innings per season. It is truly phe-
nomenal that Johnson was physically
able to pitch that many innings and to-
tally unthinkable that he could do it
without allowing a single homerun. My
colleague, the Senator from Kentucky,
who is a member of the Baseball Hall of
Fame himself, could tell you what an
extraordinary accomplishment this is.

Many credit Johnson with carrying
the Washington Senators to their first
and only World Series title in 1924.
They defeated the New York Giants,
four games to three.

It was truly a different era in Amer-
ica. Senators fans were so ecstatic that
Johnson had carried them to the World
Series that before the first game, they
presented him with a Lincoln Town Car
as an expression of their gratitude. At
the time, it was the most expensive car
made in America and cost $8,000. That
wouldn’t happen today.

In time, Johnson grew to love Wash-
ington, DC and even got involved in
local politics after he retired from
baseball, winning a seat as a county
commissioner in Montgomery County,
MD.

He frequently held rallies and polit-
ical events at his home, and ran—un-
successfully—for a seat in the U.S.
House of Representatives.

Although Walter Johnson only spent
a short time in Idaho—just over two
seasons-we claim him as one of our
own. We feel proud to have played an
important role in launching the career
of “The Big Train,” and I am honored
today to mark the 100th anniversary of
his Major League debut.e

———
HATCH CHILE FESTIVIAL
e Mr. DOMENICI. Mr. President,

today, I would like to mark the annual
chile festival in Hatch, NM.

For the last 36 years on Labor Day
weekend thousands of New Mexicans
and people from around the country
converge on Hatch for fun and good
food. The Hatch chile festival is the
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